Radical Reference meeting

September 9, 2005

NYC

present were Jenna, Melissa, Matthew, Andrew, Lia, Torie, Jonny, Dena, Eden, Julie
1.  The NYC Bill of Rights Defense Campaign.  Melissa has so far attended two meetings and will continue to forward information about this group to the NYC list.

Jenna will post information about the group and their upcoming protest/funeral for the Bill of Rights (on Wednesday, October 26; more info on their site) to the METRO listserv.

Lia will create a “fast facts” handout for the Bill of Rights funeral that will include information about the PATRIOT Act, contacting your representatives, the librarians’ petition, and more.  At least a couple of Rad Reffers plan to drop by the funeral.

2. National Conference on Organized Resistance.  This conference is in Washington, DC on February 3-5, 2006.  Jenna will submit a proposal for a fact-checking workshop/skillshare (similar to what was used for the NYC Grassroots Media Conference this past April).  Melissa or Jonny will submit a proposal for a free public library resource workshop/skillshare (similar to what was used for the NYC Grassroots Media Conference this past April).  Dena, Jenna, Jonny, and maybe others could definitely go to DC for the conference if proposals are accepted.

3. LIS student conference in NY.  Jonny and others have met this Sunday to further plan the event.  The projected date is in March 2006, and they are looking for a space.

4. Legal defense fund/fundraising in general.  People were into the idea of having a legal defense fund.  Jenna passed around small buttons at $1 each to help raise money for Radym, who was arrested at the last NYC Critical Mass.

Lia will contact the folks at buyolympia.com and others to see if they would let Rad Ref we part of their “shopping cart” so that people could donate online to us.  A merchant account would be too expensive, and Pay Pal was rejected because of their questionable politics.  Dena will investigate the click-and-pledge accounts (which do take a percentage of any donation).  Jenna will look into bank account possibilities.

In terms of events, we discussed book and bake sales.  The weather is getting cold, so this may have to wait until spring.  Jonny will contact Bluestockings about having a movie night (with films like “Party Girl” and “Desk Set”) there.  Matthew has a Parker Posey contact, too.

Melissa will send some information about progressive foundations (like Resist) to Andrew and Matthew, who will then look into grant possibilities.

4. Web site/thesaurus.  The Alternative Press Center index is still a possibility, though we are not sure about cost, and the data would have to be put behind a Rad Ref user-only shield.

Jenna will contact Sandy again about using the Hennepin County Subject Headings for the Rad Ref site.  Matthew will send for software that will allow us to read the University of Illinois’s data for the HCSH (which is basically a snapshot of the catalog shortly before it stopped being used).

-- Melissa Morrone
